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New ideas for a new world

Japanese firms of all sizes are working towards a bet-
ter future with pioneering innovation and research.

The beating entreprencurial heart of every successful business is

in the ‘what next’. Whether it’s new products, new ideas or new
techniques, the embrace of innovation is what sets the best compa-
nies apart. In Japan,a renowned home of technology and forward
thinking, this is especially true. R&D is the secret ingredient helping
an army of firms lead their fields, as reflected in global statistics
proving Japan leads the field for patents, expenditure and resulting
success. This successful reputation is growing, and as well as driving
domestic markets, has been proven to attract global investment. An
intriguing aspect of this culture is the way different firms approach
R&D. Takashi Kaetsu, president of infrastructure and power-con-

_nections manufacturer Doi Seisakusho Co., Litd., said innovation is

a huge part of the company’s drive to take advantage of an increasing
reliance on connectivity.

“As the world moves towards Society 5.0, access to information
in smart cities will be as essential as access to utilities such as gas, wa-
ter and electricity,”he predicted. “We update new specifications to
respond to those activities and research in design and development
at our Tokyo headquarters and Chiba factory,” Kaetsu said.

Innovation is also an integral part of the culture at preci-
sion-casting and molding firm Castem Co., Ltd. “Compared to

Evaluation by Foreign Affiliates: The Greatest
Attractivenes of Japan is its market

The attractiveness of investing in Japan for companies is “the large market size”
and “the potentiality to verify new products and services ‘competitiveness.™
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[Source] Compiled from”54th Survey of Trends in Business Activities of Foreign Affiliates
(conducted in connection with business for FY2019)” (METI)
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